Elbert, Mt. - Southeast Ridge (Route #3)

Route #3) Mt. Elbert - Southeast Ridge

Difficulty: Class 2
Exposure: =

Summit Elevation: 14,433 feet
Trailhead Elevation: 9,700 feet
Elevation Gain: 5,300 feet
Round-trip Length: 11.00 miles
Trailhead: Black Cloud
County Sheriff: Lake: 719-486-1249
National Forest: San Isabel
Author: BillMiddlebrook
Last Updated: July, 2008

Trailhead: From U.S. 24 south of Leadville, take Colorado 82 (Independence Pass) west toward Twin Lakes. Drive about 10.5 miles
and turn right into the signed trailhead. When approaching the area of the turn-off, slow down because it's hard to see
the turn. After pulling into the TH, the trail starts behind the first two parking spots on the right. Overall, there is
parking for about a dozen vehicles.

Details: Taken from the southwest on La Plata Peak, Photo #1 and Photo #2 show much of the route. In the trailhead parking
area, locate the trail behind the first couple of parking spots and start up the great trail - Photo #3. Hike 1 mile up
through the forest and cross to the west side of Black Cloud Creek on a small log bridge - Photo #4. Continue over ¥4
mile and cross back to the east side of the creek - Photo #5. Walk up through a grove of small aspen trees and reach
more open terrain near 11,200' - Photo #6. 2 miles into the hike you will reach the remnants of an old mining shack at
11,600' - Photo #7. Follow the trail up through the rocks on the right as you approach the drainage below "South
Elbert," the 14,134-foot point along Elbert's Southeast Ridge.

As you climb into the drainage, South Elbert is directly ahead but the trail soon turns east instead of climbing the
drainage - Photo #8. Continue along the hillside through the trees to reach some mine tailings at 12,000' - Photo #9.
Cross the top of the tailings and continue east through the trees. Finally, leave the trees near 12,200' and continue
northeast up the steep slope - Photo #10. The trail is still very good and shows signs of recent maintenance. Keep
climbing. Photo #11 looks down on the terrain. Above 12,900 the trail is a bit steeper and there are some loose
sections that make traction more difficult. As you climb northeast toward the ridge crest, South Elbert is in view to the
left - Photo #12.

Reach the ridge crest just shy of 13,600' and turn left to see the next task — nearly a mile of ridge hiking to reach the
top of South Elbert - Photo #13. Hike over a gentle bump on the ridge (Photo #14) to get a better view of the ridge -
Photo #15 and Photo #16. Drop slightly and follow a faint trail along the ridge crest (Photo #17). Hike up easy terrain
(Photo #18) to reach the top of South Elbert where you have a view of the remaining route - Photo #19. Continue
northwest over % mile along the ridge (Photo #20) to reach the broad saddle between South Elbert and the true
summit - Photo #21.

From the 13,900-foot saddle, turn right (north) and hike up the final % mile of ridge below the summit - Photo #22 and
Photo #23. Photo #24 is a look at the terrain along the ridge. Taken from near the summit, Photo #25 is the view down
the ridge and Photo #26 shows the general route from South Elbert.

Notes: None

Topo map #1: (Did you know?)
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"South Elbert”
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Photo #13: On the ridge crest, just under 13,600". Turn left to see the hike to
“South Elbert”.

Photo il. First, hike over this DI.ID on the ridge.
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Photo #21: Near the saddle.

Photo #22: The lower portion of the ridge. ]

Photo contributed by AcruxHopper

rm #26: The view of "South Elbert” and the upper ruuhe.

© 2010 14ers.com®, 14ers Inc. All Rights Reserved. " 'Problem? iy Site Disclaimer
Base USGS Topo Maps and Profiles ©2004 National Geographic (NationalGeographic.com TOPO!)

http://www.14ers.com/routeprt.php?route=elbe3&peak=Mt. Elbert[12/12/2010 1:22:33 PM]


http://www.14ers.com/disclaim.php
http://www.14ers.com/disclaim.php
http://maps.nationalgeographic.com/topo/
http://www.14ers.com/php14ers/emailadmin.php
http://www.14ers.com/disclaim.php

	14ers.com
	Elbert, Mt. - Southeast Ridge (Route #3)


